HLA-antigens and tuberculosis in the Egyptian population.
Peripheral blood lymphocytes from 42 unrelated Egyptian patients with tuberculosis and 156 healthy persons were HLA phenotyped for the A,B and DR loci using the NIH lymphocytotoxicity tests. Statistical analysis of the results showed that A2 and B5 had significantly increased frequencies among patients with tuberculosis compared with the controls. Patients with A2 had more severe disease than did patients without A2 and the number with B5 antigen was less than those without the antigen. This observation suggests that A2 and B5 may influence susceptibility to tuberculosis, but not the course of the disease. Furthermore, a linkage disequilibrium was found between A2 and B5 antigen among tuberculous patients, but their association bore no relation to the severity of the disease.